The Catcher in the Rye: Introduction and Context

Author 

J.D. Salinger (recluse, parallels between life and work)

Setting 


1940’s – the era of conformity


post-WWII


Christmas season

New York City

Controversy 


Language


Immorality of Holden


Sexually explicit scenes


Inappropriate for teenagers

Themes

Teenage angst

Coming of age


Loss of innocence


Idealism and disillusionment


Journey or quest


Non-conformity—overthrow conventions


Heroic quest—Holden as anti-hero

Form

Novel


Point of view (first person participant narrator)


Unreliable narration?


Direct and colloquial language


Issues of style and tone


Use of hyberbole

