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          YORKE
Book 13: Ithaca at Last!

1.  What are three ways the second half of The Odyssey is different than the first?
2.  Poseidon hears about Odysseus’ return home – how does he respond?  How do the Phaeacian people respond?

3.  Please record some of the details regarding Odysseus’ arrival home – why do you think Homer made some of these artistic-detail choices?  What do you think about his interaction with Athena?  Why does she disguise herself?  Why does she disguise Ithaca?  Why does he lie to her?  What do you think about his condemnation of her abandonment and her response?  

4.  What do scholars make of the refrain that appears for the third time on page 293 (Book 13, lines 227-229).  What two times did these lines appear before?  And what does that suggest now as Odysseus arrives home in Ithaca?
5.  List the things that Odysseus and Athena do before Book 13 ends:

Book 14: Odysseys arrives at the Loyal Swineheard’s home and the Swineheard offers him proper xenia.  What do they talk about?  What is the purpose of this section?

Book 15: Athena travels to Sparta to summon Telemachus home to Ithaca (she does not tell him that his father is home).  Menelaus and Helen offer Telemachus’ plentiful guest gifts and he makes his way home.  
