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               YORKE

Assignment 8: Book 8

A Day for Songs and Contests

1. In book 7, King Alcinious said that they would hold an “assembly of elders” (185).  What is the point of this meeting (191-193)?  What qualities does this show about the Phaeacians?  The bard, Demodocus, enters on page 193 – what does he sing about?  How does this affect Odysseus?  How does Alcinious respond to his guest’s behavior?  How do Alcinious’ actions characterize him (194)?    

2.  Why does Alcinious suggest that they test themselves in contests and games?  How are Broadsea and Odysseus characterized in this episode? How does Athena respond to their words/actions?  What do you think of this section?

3.  What does Odysseus ask Demodocus to sing about(207)? Why?  What prophecy is revealed about the Phaeacians at the end of the book (209)?  How does the book end – what character traits does this reveal about Alcinious?  

4. What does Odysseus ask Arete and Alcinous for?  (184)  What is their reaction?  What story does Odysseus tell?  

