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The Odyssey

Assignment 4: Book 4

The King and Queen of Sparta

1.  Who is Menelaus?  How would you characterize him?  Why does he feel guilty despite his current state of riches and glory (127-128)?  Helen tells the story of Troy (131-132) – What does she say about Odysseus?  What effect does Odysseus have on this unfaithful queen?  What qualities does this story highlight about Odysseus? (133).  

2.  Menelaus tells the story of what he learned from the Old Man of the Sea, Proteus (135-143)  Eidothea, Proteaus’ daughter, tells Menelaus the secret of how to get Proteus to talk to him – what is it?  If it describes Proteus, what does the word “protean” mean?  Why does Proteus say that Menelaus has had difficulty making his way home?  What does he say that he should do?
3.  Menelaus learns the fate of the Greek chieftains (140-142).  Who are they and what happened to them?  How does Telemachus feel after hearing Menelaus’ story?  What evidence of coming of age does he exhibit here?  Has Telemachus accomplished what he set out to accomplish?  

4.  Meanwhile, back in Ithaca, the suitors are astonished by what fact?  (144)  Do they have cause to worry (145)?  Why are they so surprised?  What is their plan?  How does Penelope feel about the suitors (146)?  How does she respond when she hears about their plan and realizes that Telemachus has gone away? (147)  How does Eurycleia comfort the queen?  How does Athena comfort the queen (150-151)?  Why will Iphthime not tell Penelope? 
The concept of noble character…

5.  What things are revealed about Telemachus and Pisistratus that highlight the interesting Greek conception of nobility and character?  Both Menelaus and Helen recognize Telemachus as Odysseus’ son before he reveals himself.  Which qualities align the young man with his father?  Are they physical or are there character qualities as well?  What does this recognition suggest about the nature of nobility and character?  

6.  Everyone seems to feel that there is great irony in the fact that Odysseus (above all) is the one man who has not returned home.  Why do people see an irony in this situation?  What does that tell us about what Greek society valued?  Conversely, there are individuals who met a grisly end – and the storytellers seem to feel justified in the outcome – why is this?  What qualities do “good” people have in Greek society – and what qualities do “bad” people have in Greek society?  (117, 125, 126, 127, 132-133, 135, 139, 140)
