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YORKE
The Odyssey

Assignment 1: Book 1

Athena Inspires the Prince

Group One: Council of the Gods (78-80): This section underscores the important role of gods in Greek life.

1.  The Greek gods were anthropomorphic.  What does this mean?  Why is this significant?  
2.  What does Zeus say about the fact that humans always blame their fate on the gods?  

3.  Why is this a good time to discuss Odysseus’ fate?  How does Zeus feel about Odysseus?  How does Poseidon feel about Odysseus?  Why does he feel this way?  How does Athena feel about Odysseus?  How does she describe him?  What do we learn about Odysseus’ current state through Athena’s speech?  

4.  What does this section imply about the important role of gods in Greek life?

5.  What is Athena’s plan for rescuing Odysseus?  What action will she take first?  

Group Two: Telelmachus’ Trouble (81-85): This section acquaints the reader with the current state of affairs in Ithaca during Odysseus’ absence and introduces us to Odysseus’ son, Telemachus.

1. How does Telemachus treat Mentes (Athena)?  What does this tell us about his character?  How does this contrast with Telemachus’ guests?  What is Telemachus preoccupied with?  What does this concern tell you about his character? 
2.  What does Athena assert about Odysseus’ current state?  What has been going on at home since Odysseus has been away?  How does Telemachus feel about this?  What challenges does Telemachus face?  What is his attitude towards these challenges?  Is this a heroic outlook? What do his actions/non-actions/thoughts/dialogue tell us about his character? 
Group Three: Athena’s Advice (85-88): With the intention of bringing back his father and helping him to come of age, Athena gives Telemachus a set of directives.

1.  List three things that Athena tells Telemachus to do. (lines 312-350)


a.


b.


c.

2.  Why is she so concerned that Telemachus take part in his father’s return to Ithaca?  

3.  How does Telemachus feel when he realizes that he has been visited by a God?  Does he change – can we see any differences in him from the beginning of the book to the end of the book?  So how did Athena’s visit make him feel?  What does this tell us about the role of Gods in Greek life?

Group Four: Telemachus Confronts His Mother and the Suitors:  In this section, Telemachus begins to implement the plan and further underscores the theme of “coming of age”.

1.  Why is Penelope upset with the bard?  What story is he singing?  What does this reaction tell you about her character?  

2.  Who does Telemachus blame for his father’s prolonged absence?  

3.  What is his tone in addressing his mother?  Why would he adopt this attitude?  

4.  How does Penelope respond to his commanding attitude?  What does Telemachus command the suitors – how do they respond?  

5.  Who is Eurycleia?  From this brief introduction – what can you tell about her?  

