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The Odyssey

Assignment 18: Book 24

Book 24

1.  Who is Laertes?  Describe him, the place he lives, what he is doing.  Is there anything surprising about this portrait of the old king of Ithaca?  Why or why not?  What do you think of the way Odysseus greets his father?  How does Odysseus prove that he is Laertes son? (2 ways-478-479)   

2.  What kind of man what Laertes – was he a warrior – was he like Odysseus – does he still have the same heart and spirit? (480, 478)  What does the families of some of the suitors do?  Who stops this battle?

3.  At the end, what is the final sign that Telemachus has come of age?  (484)  Also note, page 473 line 180 – compare this description of Telemachus with the suitor’s comments on page 101).

