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YORKE

The Odyssey

Assignment 15: Book 22

Slaughter in the Hall

1.  Who is killed first?  Why do you think that Homer did this?  Do you think he deserved to die first? Last? Not at all?  Why?  What is the response of the suitors once Antinous is killed (440-441).  
2.  What is the suitors response to attack?  What is the role of Telemachus in this book? (442, 443, 444, 450-451, 451, 453)?  Read the class examples of what he does.  Who was killed and who was spared?  Why? (448-450)  What does this show about Odysseus and Telemachus?  What does Odysseus’ response to Telemachus’ mercy show about him?  Can we make any larger generalizations about justice in ancient Greece?    

