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YORKE

The Odyssey

Assignment 12: Book 12

Cattle of the Sun

1.  Why does Odysseus return to Aeaea (271)?  Circe instructs Odysseus how to handle the forthcoming tests.  Note her instructions (275), how Odysseus handles them and the result of each test.    How is Odysseus’ specialness shown in the episode with the Sirens (276-277)?  

2.  Amphitrite, Scyllla, Charybdis:  What natural phenomenon do each of these represent?  What characteristic of the heroes does Odysseus show here(274-275) and what does Circe say in answer?  Which of the three does Odysseus choose and why does Circe urge him to choose so (273-274)?

3.  Thrinacia and the cattle of the sun god:  Note the actual event (279-282)  Note how Odysseus feelfeels as destiny takes over as the men insist on stopping and a South wind keeps them on the island until their supplies run low.  What punishment does Helios exact from for their disobedience (283-284)?  Why and how is Odysseus saved (284-285)?   

