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YORKE
The Odyssey

Assignment 11: Book 11

1.  In this book, Odysseus meets a host of famous characters from his past and from other Greek myths.  Note (249-250) where the Greeks place Hades – at the edge of their world.  How is it described?  

2.  Whom does Odysseus see first and why?  What does the shade request – why?  What does his blindness suggest?  What is Tiresias’ prophecy (253)?  What does he tell Odysseus to do (1) on Thrinacia? (2) after he gets home?  If he does what he is commanded, what is he promised (253)?  

3.  Odysseus seeks news about home from his mother, Anticleia, who died during his absence from home.  What does she say about Penelope, Telemachus, Laertes (Odysseus’ father), herself (255-256)?  

4.  After the long recital of his encounters with the noble ladies, Odysseus pauses for breath 

and Arete honors him for his amazing experiences (260).  Then, at Alcinous’ request, Odysseus recounts his meetings with some of the dead hero’s from the Trojan war.  How does Odysseus (homer) contrast Penelope with Clytemnestra (262-263)?  What attitude has Agamemnon have toward women?  Might it be justified in this case?  

5. The great hero Achilles, expresses his opinion on death – what is it? (265). What does his attitude demonstrate about the Greek conceptions of life and death?  What does Odysseus say about Achille’s son Nepotolemus (266)?  

