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Dr. Murray

AP U.S. History, 2008-09
Unit 12: The Affluent Society
Major Issues

What were the causes of the Cold War?  What were the immediate postwar disagreements that divided the U.S. and the USSR?  How did the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, NATO, the National Security Act, and NSC-68 become the pillars of America’s containment policy?  Between 1948 and 1953, how did the Cold War become a global conflict?  What were the consequences of the Korean War?

Why did fears of domestic communism rise to such a fevered pitch in the late 1940s and early 1950s?  Who was to blame for McCarthyism?  

What were the main features of the Cold War during the Eisenhower years?  To what extent did American policy change under Eisenhower?  What were the roots of America’s involvement in Indochina?  

What were the main characteristics of American culture in the Eisenhower years?  What factors contributed to the "conformity" that supposedly characterized the 1950s?  To what extent was the "conformist" label accurate?  Does the "consensus" politics of the post-McCarthy years support this view?

To what extent did American society in the 1950s resemble American society in the 1920s?  Consider the following areas: consumerism, race relations, and the role of women.

Why did the civil rights movement emerge when it did?  Was it a "top-down" movement led by white political leaders (e.g., Truman)?  Or was it a "bottom-up" movement led by ordinary black Americans?

How would you characterize JFK's presidency?  What were his primary concerns?  What principles and assumptions guided his behavior?  To what extent did he fundamentally challenge the consensus politics of the mid-to-late 1950s?  How "successful" was his presidency?  Had he lived, would America's involvement in Vietnam have turned out differently?

How successful was LBJ in the early years of his presidency?  How responsible was he for the Vietnam debacle?  

What were the defining characteristics of the New Left?  How did it change between 1962 and 1968?  How did Black Power differ from the mainstream civil rights movement?  What happened to the politics of the "liberal consensus" between 1965 and 1968?  What were the consequences for the Democratic party's "New Deal coalition"?  What was the significance of the election of 1968?

As president, what were Richard Nixon's strengths and weaknesses?  Where does he fit on the ideological spectrum?  How responsible was Nixon for the Watergate scandal that ultimately destroyed his presidency?  In retrospect, what was the significance of the Nixon presidency?  In what sense does it mark an important transition in American political history?  In the long run, did he help or hurt the Republican party?

Why are the phrases "spiritual malaise" and "sense of limits" so often used to describe the outlook of Americans in the mid-to-late 1970s?  What were the underlying causes of America's economic problems?  How did America’s position in world affairs decline in the 1970s?  How successful were Ford and Carter at handling these problems?  What were the causes of Reagan's victory in the 1980 election?

Containment and the Cold War (Text, Chapter 28, 540-46)
What were the issues separating the U.S. and the Soviet Union at the end of the 2nd World War?  According to the textbook, what motivated Stalin in his drive to install communist governments in eastern Europe?  How did the U.S. antagonize the Soviets?  Could confrontation between the U.S. and the Soviet Union have been avoided?  If so, how?  If not, why not?  What was “containment”?  Upon what view of the Soviet Union was in predicated?  What was the Truman Doctrine (1947), and how did it come into being?  What problems were meant to be addressed by the Marshall Plan (1947)?  What was the purpose of NATO (1949)?  What were its main features?  According to the text, why was it unnecessary?  Why did the Soviets initiate the Berlin Blockade (1948)?  What was the outcome?

The Cold War in Asia (Text, Chapter 28, 547-51)
What did the National Security Act (1947) do?  What is the significance of NSC-68 (1950)?  What changes in defense spending did it advocate?  How did the U.S. react to the detonation of a Soviet atomic bomb in the fall of 1949?  What was the outcome of the civil war in China?  Who did Republican senators blame for the Communist victory in China in 1949?  How did the U.S. respond?  What caused the Korean War (1950-53)?  What were the initial U.S. objectives?  Once these objectives were met, what “gamble” did Truman take—and lose?  How did Truman respond to General Macarthur’s insubordination?  What was the most significant result of the Korean War?

Truman, McCarthy, & the Politics of Anticommunism (Text, Chapter 28, 551-555, Chapter 29, 567-68)
According to the textbook, what were Truman’s strengths and weaknesses?  Why was he generally unsuccessful in carrying on FDR’s New Deal reforms?  What was the outcome of the 1946 congressional election?  Why were most contemporary observers convinced that Truman would lose the 1948 presidential election?  What was the outcome?  How did the Berlin crisis—and the Cold War in general—help the incumbent president?  To what extent has fear of “foreign” radicalism been a recurring theme in American history?  What was the impact of the Hiss case?  What role did the Truman administration play in fanning the flames of anticommunism?  What was Truman’s loyalty program (1947)?  What was the effect of the “loss” of China (1949) and the detonation of the Soviet atomic bomb (1949)?  What was McCarthy’s modus operandi?  Why was he so successful?  Who supported him?  Why was he especially attractive to isolationists?  What factors contributed to Eisenhower’s victory in the 1952 presidential election?  What finally brought an end to McCarthyism?  What was the lasting effect of McCarthyism upon American politics and culture in the 1950s?

What was the “Fair Deal”?  What factors kept it from being passed?  What was “Modern Republicanism”?  What was Ike’s approach in domestic matters?  How did the congressional election of 1954 complicate the situation?  How does the textbook describe Ike’s legislative record?

Eisenhower, the Cold War, & the Politics of Consensus, 1953-1961 (Text, Chapter 28, 555-60)
What were Eisenhower’s strengths as a leader?  How would you describe the relationship between Eisenhower and his secretary of state, John Foster Dulles?  To what extent did the Eisenhower-Dulles policy of “massive retaliation” differ from Truman’s foreign policy?  In what sense was it motivated by budgetary concerns?  Why did Ike refuse to help the French militarily in Indochina in 1954?  What happened after the fall of Dien Bien Phu in May 1954?  What strategy did Ike and Dulles pursue in the Formosa Straits crises of 1954 and 1958?  What was Ike’s response to the Suez crisis of 1956?  Why does the textbook criticize Ike for his support of covert activities in places such as Iran and Guatemala?  What do you make of Ike’s peace efforts—e.g., his “open skies” initiative of 1955, the test ban proposal of 1958, and the Paris summit of 1960?  What was the impact of Sputnik on U.S. politics?  Was there in fact a “missile gap” between the U.S. and the USSR?  How did Ike meet the second Berlin crisis of 1958?  What was the “military-industrial complex,” and why did Ike fear it?  How would developments in the 1960s validate Ike’s fears?

Geoffrey Hodgson, “The Ideology of the Liberal Consensus,” A History of Our Time, Chafe & Sitkoff, eds., 104-05 only 
On what range of issues did most Americans agree--whether they were liberal or conservative, Democrat or Republican?  What were the underlying assumptions of the "liberal consensus"?  Why were people so enthusiastic about American free enterprise?  How did the almost universal acceptance of Keynesian economic theories contribute to optimism about American capitalism?  How did belief in economic growth contribute to optimism?  Is Hodgson's portrayal of an all-embracing "liberal consensus" in sync with what we know about society in the 1950s?

Affluence, Conformity, and Rebellion in the Eisenhower Era (Text, Chapter 29, 562-67, 569-72)

How “religious” were the 1950’s?  What happened to college enrollment during this period?  What became the main characteristics of television programming in the 1950’s?  What were the complaints of those who criticized American culture in the 1950’s?  What were the arguments of David Riesman and C. Wright Mills?  Is it odd that a supposedly “conformist” culture would produce so much social criticism?  Who were the “beats”?  Why are they, as well as the more academically-oriented social critics, so important?  Who were the Abstract Expressionists?  What factors contributed to the emergence of this artistic movement in the late 1940’s?  What was the significance of the Sputnik episode?  What did it reveal about contemporary American culture?  Why did it cause so much soul-searching?  What was the outcome? 

What did Truman do in the area of civil rights?  What was the response of some southern Democrats to his ten-point legislative program in 1948?  Despite many obstacles, what did Truman ultimately accomplish?  What was the reasoning behind the Brown decision of 1954?  In retrospect, how wise was the Court’s 1955 decision to implement Brown gradually?  How did whites in the Deep South respond?  How successful was their opposition?  How supportive of the Brown decision was President Eisenhower?  What was his position in the Little Rock crisis?  What did Congress accomplish in the 1950s in the area of civil rights?  In what sense did the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955-56 mark an important transition in the civil rights movement?  What was the outcome of the boycott?  What was Martin Luther King, Jr.’s guiding philosophy?  Why was his approach so successful?  What were the SCLC and SNCC?  How did their approach differ from that of the NAACP?

Harvard Sitkoff, “The Preconditions for Racial Change,” A History of Our Time, Chafe & Sitkoff, eds., 155-64

What factors contributed to the emergence of the civil rights movement in the postwar period?  

JFK & LBJ: The New Frontier and the Great Society (Text, Chapter 30, 575-87)
How did the Sputnik episode in 1957 help set up JFK’s victory in 1960?  What was the “missile gap”?  How did JFK approach the Cold War?  Was this “liberal” Democrat any less dedicated to containing communism than his Republican predecessor?  What was “flexible response”?  Why did Khrushchev provoke another Berlin crisis in 1961?  How did JFK respond?  What was JFK’s response to Khrushchev’s declaration that the USSR would support “wars of national liberation” in the Third World?  How was this related to our growing involvement in Vietnam?  What was the situation in Vietnam in the early 1960’s?  How did JFK respond to the growing weakness of the Diem regime in South Vietnam?  Why would the memory of the “loss of China” have particular resonance for a Democratic president who supported the party’s traditional reforms?  Why did JFK pursue the Bay of Pigs invasion?  What was the outcome?  How was the Bay of Pigs debacle related to the Cuban missile crisis of October 1962?  What was JFK’s strategy?  What was the outcome of the crisis?  According to the textbook, what were the long-term consequences of the Cuban missile crisis?

Is it fair to say that the Kennedy presidency marked a change in style—but not in substance?  What group within Congress continued to block reform?  To what extent was JFK himself responsible for the failure of the New Frontier?  What Kennedy policies contributed to sustained economic growth in the mid-1960’s?  Why was JFK slow to act in the area of civil rights?  How successful was Kennedy’s indirect strategy of executive action?  What did JFK’s response to the “Freedom Rides” of 1961 suggest about the president’s commitment to civil rights?  What finally forced JFK to reconsider his position?  Do you agree with the textbook’s assessment of JFK’s civil rights record?  Do you think that his caution was a result of his being a “fox” rather than a “lion”?  Or was it because he had other priorities?  What controversial decisions were made by the Warren Court in the early 1960’s?

As president, what were LBJ’s strengths and weaknesses?  How did LBJ quickly consolidate support after JFK’s assassination?  What did the 1964 Civil Rights Act do?  What were the main characteristics of LBJ’s War on Poverty?  What insights into the nature of poverty did it build upon?  What were the consequences of LBJ’s landslide victory over Barry Goldwater in the 1964 presidential election?  What were the main features of LBJ’s Great Society legislation?  What lasting impact did it have?  Based on his legislative accomplishments, does LBJ qualify as a “great president”?

The New Left, Vietnam, and the Counterculture (Text, Chapter 30, 587-95)
How would you describe LBJ’s assumptions in the area of foreign policy?  For LBJ, what was the lesson of the Truman administration’s “loss” of China?  By the mid-1960's, what attitude were many liberal intellectuals beginning to adopt toward America’s Cold War foreign policy?  What was the situation in South Vietnam when LBJ became president?  What was the Gulf of Tonkin incident?  Why did he seek a congressional resolution after the incident?  How did escalation happen?  What decisions were made in February 1965?  What decisions were made in July 1965?  What advice did LBJ receive?  What did he ultimately decide to do?  What strategy did U.S. military leaders pursue in Vietnam?  Why was it unsuccessful?  To what extent was he to blame for the debacle in Vietnam?  Should he have been more straightforward with Congress and the American people about the costs of the war?

What were the origins of the New Left?  What was the Free Speech Movement?  What was the SDS?  How did the New Left differ from mainstream liberalism?  How did it differ from old-style socialism?  What were its weaknesses?  By the mid-1960's, what had become the main issue of student protest?  What were the defining characteristics of the counterculture?  How did the Black Power movement differ from the earlier civil rights movement?  What impact did the Black Power movement have upon other ethnic groups?  What view did Betty Friedan attack in her 1963 book, The Feminine Mystique?  How did the modern women’s movement grow out of female involvement in the civil rights movement?

Nixon, the “Silent Majority,” and Watergate (Text, Chapter 30, 596-99, Chapter 31, 605-09)

Why was the Tet offensive of January 1968 both a military defeat and a political victory for the Vietcong?  What impact did Tet have upon the Johnson administration and the presidential election of 1968?  What Democrats competed for the nomination once Johnson withdrew?  Who ultimately won the nomination?  How did the antiwar movement respond to Humphrey?  What was the strategy of the Republican nominee, Richard Nixon?  How did the third-party candidacy of George Wallace complicate the situation?  What was the message of the 1968 election?  According to the text, what two long-term developments came to an end in this election?

How did Nixon's personality shape his presidency--and contribute to his eventual downfall?  How would you characterize the domestic programs of the Nixon administration?  What was his attitude toward the Great Society programs of the Johnson years?  How did he build up support among southerners?  Why was the economy in decline in 1969-70?  How did Nixon respond?  How did Nixon try to build a Republican majority in the congressional election of 1970?  How successful was he?  How did Nixon and Kissinger reorient American foreign policy in the early 1970s?  What were the fruits of détente?  How did Nixon finally end the war in Vietnam?

To what extent did Nixon’s landslide victory over George McGovern in 1972 demonstrate that a major political realignment was underway?  What had happened to the Democratic Party between 1968 and 1972?  How had the Republicans capitalized on the weaknesses of the Democrats?  How did the Nixon administration find itself involved in the Watergate debacle?  What did investigators discover as they dug deeper into the events surrounding the actual break-in?  What did the activities of the “plumbers”—as well as the unsuccessful attempt to cover up their activities—reveal about the Nixon White House?  In your opinion, how guilty was Richard Nixon?  

Oil, Inflation, and "Spiritual Malaise" (Text, Chapter 31, 609-21)
What was the connection between the Yom Kippur War of 1973 and the OPEC oil embargo?  What impact did the embargo—and the resulting increase in oil prices—have upon the American economy in the mid-1970s?  Once the mid-1970s recession ended, why didn’t the nation return to full economic health?  What problems continued to plague the economy into the Carter years?  How did the second oil shock of 1979 (a response to the Iranian Revolution) worsen the situation?  What was the cumulative effect of these economic problems (i.e., galloping inflation and stubbornly high unemployment, or what at the time was called “stagflation”) upon the morale of the American people?  How successful was the nation at developing a coherent energy policy?  How did increased foreign competition (especially in heavy industry) compound America’s economic woes?

After 1970, how did the American family change?  What was responsible for these changes?  What professional and economic gains did women make after 1970?  How did abortion rights fare in the years following the Roe v. Wade decision in 1973?  What was the significance of the Stonewall Riots (1969) in Greenwich Village?  How successful have gay activists been in persuading the American public to accept homosexuality fully?

Why was the Reagan administration so ineffective in its initial efforts to contain the AIDS epidemic?  Is it likely that a Democratic administration would have handled the crisis any better?  As the 21st century opened, what was the status of the AIDS crisis?  Why did cocaine use become such a serious concern in the mid-1980s?  What was crack, and why did it worry policymakers even more?  Why was the so-called War on Drugs so unsuccessful?

Why were both Ford and Carter unable to provide firm leadership at a time when the nation sorely needed it?  Why did America’s position in world affairs decline in the 1970s?  How did Vietnam, Watergate, and OPEC contribute to American weakness?  In the international arena in the 1970s, where was America successful?  Where did it fail?  How accurate is the conventional portrayal of Carter as a weak leader internationally?  Given that he responded to Soviet aggression by dumping détente and embarking on an enormous military build-up, why did Americans perceive Carter’s foreign policy as weak and ineffectual?

"It's Morning Again in America": The Reagan Revolution (Text, Chapter 31, 604-05, 621-23)

Back in 1964, why was Ronald Reagan such an effective spokesman for the conservative movement?  Why would Reagan’s upbeat message be especially attractive to Americans in the late 1970s?  What factors contributed to the growth of the conservative movement in the mid- to late-1970s?  What were the various groups within the movement?  What role did the Christian groups such as the Moral Majority play?  How did the neoconservatives fit in?

In the 1980 presidential election, how did candidate Reagan exploit Carter’s weaknesses to make inroads into the Democrats’ “New Deal coalition”?  Do you see Reagan’s victory as signaling a fundamental realignment, or simply as a repudiation of the Carter administration?  What was “supply-side economics”?  How did it support Reagan’s call for reducing taxes and government spending?  How politically astute was Reagan in implementing his program?  

Divine, et. al., American Past and Present, 6th edition, 634-37

Why did the “stagflation” that had plagued the economy since the mid-1970s finally come to an end in the mid-1980s?  Who should get the credit?  President Reagan, whose tax cuts stimulated demand?  Fed Chairman Paul Volcker, whose tight money policies (begun during the Carter years) had an anti-inflationary impact?  Or market forces beyond our control (e.g., falling oil prices)?  Did the economic recovery of the mid-1980s prove the supply-side economists right?  Why or why not?  How did the ballooning federal deficit (and the alarming trade imbalance) fit into the picture?  As heavy industry continued to decline in the 1980s, who lost?  Who won?  What accounted for the dramatic increase in income and wealth inequality in the 1980s?  What was the significance of Reagan’s reelection victory in 1984?

Foreign Policy in the Reagan-Bush Years (Text, Chapter 31, 623-28, Chapter 32, 632-36)

To what extent did Reagan’s foreign policy mark a major departure from the foreign policy of Jimmy Carter?  How many of Reagan’s policies had been initiated by the Carter administration?   How did Reagan perceive the Soviet Union, and how did he respond to the Soviet threat?  What dilemma did Reagan face in Central America?  What policies did he pursue in the region, and what were the consequences?  What was the Iran-Contra affair?  What was wrong with the plan concocted by Robert McFarlane, Oliver North, William Casey, and John Poindexter?  What were its consequences?  How did Reagan rescue his presidency in 1987-88, with the help of Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev?  In what ways had the U.S.-Soviet relationship improved by the end of Reagan’s presidency?
What were the main domestic issues during the presidency of George H.W. Bush?  How, exactly, did the Cold War come to an end during the Bush years?  What role did Mikhail Gorbachev play?  Following the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in August 1990, what steps did President Bush take to protect Saudi Arabia and liberate Kuwait?  What do you make of the president’s decision not to destroy Saddam’s Republican Guard and overthrow his regime?
