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Dr. Murray

American Society and Culture, 2004-05
Study Guide for Unit 1: Colonial America
Major Issues

What were the cultural and social achievements of Native American peoples prior to European conquest?

What impact did the European conquest of the New World have upon Africa?

How did developments in Europe affect the European conquest of the New World?  Specifically, how did events in England affect the timing and character of English colonization?

How did England’s North American colonies differ from one another?  Why did they differ?  What role did the expectations and values of the colonists play?

To what extent is it significant that the Chesapeake colonies, the Carolinas, and Georgia developed staple-crop economies, while New England and the middle colonies did not?

Why is it significant that the Puritans conceived of themselves as a “city on a hill”?  How did the Quaker religious experiment in Pennsylvania differ from the Puritan mission?

What factors explain the shift from indentured servitude to race slavery in England’s staple-crop colonies?

What was the significance of the Navigation Acts?

Why did Virginia, Maryland, New York, and Massachusetts all experience instability in the late seventeenth century?

By the middle of the eighteenth century, how had England’s North American colonies changed?  What was the significance of the American Enlightenment and the Great Awakening?  Did colonial America seem poised on the brink of revolution in the mid-eighteenth century?  Why or why not?

Reading Questions
Virginia, Tobacco, and Forced Labor (Text, Chapter 2, 19-23)

How did England’s experience in Ireland prepare the English for the New World?  How did Roanoke’s failure illustrate the problems that would have to be surmounted if future colonial ventures were to succeed?  How would the invention of the joint-stock company contribute to future English success?  What were the initial problems at the Jamestown settlement in 1607-08?  How did John Smith help save the colony—a least temporarily?  What proved to be the ultimate savior of the Virginia colony?   Thanks to a staple-crop economy and the “headright” system, what kind of social structure developed in Virginia?  What was the significance of the establishment of the Plymouth colony in 1620?

The Origins of Race Slavery in America (Chapter 3, 32-35)
How did the colony of Maryland come into being?  How did the eventual reality differ from Lord Baltimore’s original scheme?  How did settlement patterns throughout the Chesapeake differ from those of New England?  What kind of economy and social structure developed in the seventeenth-century Chesapeake?  Why did population grow so slowly?  How did the decrease in tobacco prices in the late seventeenth century contribute to social tensions?  What were the causes of Bacon’s Rebellion (1675-76)?  Why did African slavery gradually replace indentured servitude in the Chesapeake?  How had slavery contributed to growing social cohesion by the beginning of the eighteenth century?

"People & Events: Olaudah Equiano, 1745-1797," Africans in America website http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/home.html
How was Equiano’s experience similar to and different from the experiences of most Africans who became ensnared by the slave trade between the sixteenth and the nineteenth centuries?

The Establishment of Puritan New England (Text, Chapter 3, 25-29)
What was John Winthrop’s vision of the new colony at Massachusetts Bay?  How was this vision (partly) a response to conditions in England?  How did the Puritan settlers conceive of the church and its relationship to the state?  How were the Puritans different from the Separatist settlers of the Plymouth colony?  How did one become a full-fledged church member in Puritan New England?  Why was literacy—and education in general—valued?  Why was Roger Williams critical of “the New England Way”?  After being banished from Massachusetts, how did Williams’ ideas affect the colony that he established, Rhode Island?  How did Anne Hutchinson’s ideas and behavior challenge “the New England Way”?  Why were her ideas considered so dangerous?  What “mistake” did she make at her trial?  In what sense did prosperity, more so than rival theological doctrines, constitute a grave threat to Winthrop’s vision?  In comparison to England, how “democratic” was Puritan society?  How did settlement patterns contribute to a relatively cohesive society?  What was the Puritan attitude toward the family?  How did women fit into the picture?  What rights did women have?  What restrictions did women face?  Why was the mortality rate so low in New England—especially when compared to that of the Chesapeake?

John Winthrop, "A Model of Christian Charity" (1630)—Source 2

According to Winthrop, how did God intend human society to be structured?  Why did God intend this?  How is Winthrop’s emphasis on hierarchy connected to his preoccupation with community?  According to Winthrop, what is the purpose of the work that the Puritan emigrants have undertaken?  What are their values?  What kind of society are they likely to build?

17th-Century New England tombstones—Source 4
What do the tombstones reveal about 17th-century Puritan attitudes and beliefs?
“A Puritan Minister Offers Marriage Advice”—Source 5
What reasons does the minister give for why a godly woman must continue to obey her evil husband?  What kind of obedience is the minister talking about?  Why is obedience so important to Puritan society?

Poetry of Anne Bradstreet—Source 6
How would you describe the relationship between Anne Bradstreet and her husband?  Do the poems support the view of marriage that was presented in the Puritan minister’s advice book?  Or do the poems present a different view of marriage? 
Expansion, Witchcraft, and the Decline of the Bible Commonwealth (Text, Chapter 3, 29-32)

How did the restoration of the Stuarts in 1660 dishearten the Puritans in New England?  What dilemma was the “Half-Way Covenant” of 1662 designed to address?  Why did this reflect a lessening of religious fervor?  How did the growing Puritan population affect relations with surrounding Indian tribes?  Increasingly, how did the settlers behave toward the Indians?  What was the significance of King Philip’s War (1675-76)?  By the later seventeenth century, how had prosperity led to social tension and conflict in Puritan New England?  How was this played out in Salem Village in 1692?

Witchcraft materials from Boyer and Nissenbaum, Salem Possessed
How do the maps and tables illustrate the connections between factional tensions and the witchcraft accusations?

The Establishment of the Restoration Colonies (Text, Chapter 3, 35-41)
When and how were England’s Caribbean colonies established?  What was “the sugar revolution,” and how did it transform the British West Indies in the late seventeenth century?  What were the Caribbean slave codes, and why were they important to the development of England’s mainland colonies?  In effect, what kind of power over the slaves did the codes give to masters?  What were the main characteristics of society in the British West Indies?  In conclusion, how did the English West Indies influence English North America?  When and how was the colony of Carolina established?  How did rice cultivation transform southern Carolina?  What kind of society emerged?  To what extent did it resemble the slave societies of the British West Indies?  What were the consequences for the surrounding Indian tribes?  In what sense did New Netherland and New Sweden leave a lasting imprint on what would become England’s middle colonies?  How did England acquire the territories that would become the colonies of New York and New Jersey?  Who were the Quakers?  What were their distinctive beliefs?  What were the characteristics of the colony of Pennsylvania, planted by William Penn in 1682?  What was the Frame of Government?  Why was the colony so prosperous?  How and why did Pennsylvania differ from most of the New England Puritan colonies (also founded by religious visionaries)?  How did England’s North American settlements differ from the colonial empires established by Spain and France?  What is mercantilism?  What did Louis XIV’s espousal of this doctrine mean for the development of New France?  What was its primary export?  How successful were the Spanish in their borderlands?
Late 17th-Century Disturbances: The Navigation Acts, the Glorious Revolution, and War, 1660-1700 (Text, Chapter 4, 43-45)
Why was the restoration of Charles II to his English throne in 1660 a watershed event in the history of the English colonies?  What were the Restoration colonies?  (Hint: you’ve already read about them!)  What was the purpose of the Navigation Acts?  In addition to the Navigation Acts, what other colonial policies did Charles II and James II pursue?  What was the Dominion of New England, and who was Sir Edmund Andros?  What was the “Glorious Revolution” of 1688-89, and what was its significance?  When news of the “Glorious Revolution” reached the colonies, what happened in Massachusetts?  What happened in New York and Maryland?  What were the long-term consequences of the “Glorious Revolution” for the colonies?  How did the Anglo-French wars of the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries change the relationship between the colonies and the mother country?

The Maturing of Colonial Society (Text, Chapter 4, 45-51)

What were the “four major ways” that the Navigation Acts affected the colonial economy?  How fast was the colonial population growing in the eighteenth century?  How did it compare to England’s?  What was the single largest group of newcomers to the colonies?  Where did the other immigrants come from?  Where in colonial America did many of the non-African immigrants end up?  How did living standards in the colonies change in the eighteenth century?  By 1750, how did the colonial standard of living compare with that of England?   What impact did this have on the social structure, especially in the South?  Why did living standards improve more in the middle colonies than in New England?  Why did young men in rural areas marry relatively late?  What did settlement of the interior regions have upon the environment?  In contrast both to Indians and Europeans, how did colonial American farmers respond to the problem of soil depletion?  In the mid-eighteenth century, what percentage of colonists lived in cities?  Why do the authors of your textbook describe the colonial cities as an “economic paradox”?  What was happening to the social structure in the cities?  Why did slaves in English colonies on the mainland fare better than slaves in the Caribbean?  Why were there tensions between slaves and white laborers in many American cities?  What were the effects of the Stono Rebellion in South Carolina in 1739?  To what extent was colonial society becoming increasingly polarized along class lines as the eighteenth century progressed?  What groups dominated colonial politics?  How restrictive were the laws regulating who could vote?  According to the text, what was the “most important political development” in eighteenth-century colonial politics?  How was this development related to the growing wealth and influence of colonial elites?  As the power of the assemblies rose, what happened to the power of colonial governors?  What were the long-term consequences of this development?

"People & Events: The Stono Rebellion, 1739," Africans in America website http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/home.html
What does the Stono Rebellion reveal about the weaknesses of the slave society that had taken root by the mid-eighteenth century in South Carolina?  What were the long-term effects of the rebellion?

“People and Events: The 1741 Rebellion,” Africans in America website http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/home.html
Why did whites in New York City in 1741 believe that a slave rebellion was about to happen?  To what extent did the pattern of accusations resemble the witchcraft accusations in Salem fifty years earlier?    

The Enlightenment and the Great Awakening (Text, Chapter 4, 51-55)

How did the colony of Georgia come into being?  What became of Oglethorpe’s original vision?  By 1750, what were the geographical limits of French and Spanish colonization in North America?  In their overall orientation toward Native Americans, how did these empires differ from the English settlements?

In the eighteenth century, how did colonial literacy rates compare with England’s?  What did most colonists read?  What Enlightenment attitudes and values did American intellectuals embrace?  Why did the American Enlightenment flourish mainly in the seaboard cities?  How did the Enlightenment affect the religious views on American intellectuals?  How did the outlook and values of proponents of the Great Awakening differ from those of the intellectuals who embraced the Enlightenment?  What impact did the Great Awakening have upon American Protestantism?  What were the long-term effects of the Great Awakening?

"Edwards Paints the Horrors of Hell," American Spirit, Vol. I, 66-68

What were Edward's motivations for preaching this sermon?  How does he want his listeners to react?
